E ach month I receive requests for the best loads for
various sixgun cartridges.

Back in 1927, | designed the first of the Keith six-
gun bullets for the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation. My
250-grain Solid, Ideal Number 429421, followed by
two 235-grain versions, one with a hollow base, the
Ideal 429422, and the other a hollow-point version of
the same flat-base solid bullets.

Later, | designed three bullets for the .38 Special:
Ideal’s 173-grain solid Number 358429, a hollow-point
type, the 160-grain Number 358439, and a hollow-
base version, the Number 358431. Next, | designed
a bullet of the same characteristics for the .45 Auto
Rim. It was a 240-grain weight, the Ideal Number
452423, Another bullet was made of the same design
. for the .45 Colt, at 250 grains. It was the Ideal 454424,

With the advent of the .41 Magnum, | designed for
it a 220-grain bullet. Molds for it are made by Hensley
& Gibbs, Murphy, Oregon. Back in 1925 and 1926 |
designed a 260-grain blunt-nose bullet for the .45 Colt.
This was for Belding & Mull. It was followed by two for
the .44 Special, one in 260 grains weight and the other
in 280 grains weight. These Belding & Mull bullets
had one large, square grease groove and a good
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bevelled crimp groove. While excellent up to 50 yards,
they did not prove very accurate beyond that range,
so | dropped them and designed the later, best-known
Keith line for Lyman Gun Sight Corporation. These
last have proven the most accurate lead-alloy sixgun
slugs ever produced.

Over the years, these bullets have proven their
worth to many thousands of shooters. | wanted a bullet
that was stable and accurate to extreme long range,
half a mile if necessary, and yet one that would cut a
full-caliber clean hole in either target or meat. These
bullets accomplished my purpose.

First in this line comes the .38 Special. My three
bullets in this caliber are cast not softer than one-to-16
tin and lead. | sized them .357 for Smith & Wesson
guns and .354 for most Colt guns. This proved very
accurate. In the M&P and other light-frame guns, | use
3.5 grains of Bullseye or 5 grains of Unique. However,
in the Colt Single Action and New Service Target, and
the Smith & Wesson Heavy Duty and Outdoorsman, |

use a load of 13.5 grains 2400 as the best and most ga
accurate load. Target shooters, however, may use 2.7
grains Bullseye to 3 grains with all three of these .38 ™

Special bullets for excellent accuracy to 50 yards.
Many state matches have been won with them.
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