THE
DILLON
RL 450

Progressive reloading at
an affordable price

Takes the
punishment
out of
reloading

- $365.00

Uses
STANDARD
DIES.

This is a true progressive reloader
using four station rotary shellplate
to carry the cartridges through the
four die positions—producing a
loaded round with each stroke of
the handle.

Powerful compound linkage permits
reloading of both pistol and rifle
calibers

Complete for one caliber with
powder measure and primer feed
(except dies.)

DILLON PRECISION
PRODUCTS, INC.

7755 East Gelding Drive
Dept GA
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

ENGRAVER
John McFadden, 2524 N. 16th, Coeur d’
Alene, ID 83814, has now arrived as a

quality engraver of fine arms. He works
largely with scroll designs—some of the
most beautiful scroll I have seen! One fine
S&W was scroll-engraved in high relief—
that is, scroll left high and the background -
metal was cut away all around it. I careful )
ly examined five different sixguns he had*--
engraved as well as some fine gold
and silver jewelry he made.
His work is beautiful-
ly laid out and well
executed. Write him
for his prices.

TRAJECTORY

Over the years I have received a lot of
inquiries about rifle trajectory over a given
range. To begin with, the trajectory of the
bullet is not a curve but a parabola. That
means it is flatter over the first half of the
point-blank range and has a much steeper
curve down toward the aiming point.

Most rifles of around 1,800 to 2,000 feet
per second (fps) velocity are best sighted
for about 150 yards maximum, so the ex-
treme height reached by the bullet will not
be over four inches at most. In timber
shooting, where you may have to shoot un-
der or over limbs, logs, etc., it is often best
to sight such rifles for just 100 yards.

Rifles delivering a velocity of 2,500 to
2,700 fps can usually be sighted for 200
yards and not have over a three-inch mid-
way trajectory. When so sighted, the high-
est point of the bullet’s arc will be nearer
125 yards than at 100.

Rifles of 2,800 to over 3,000 fps with
long bullets can well be sighted for 275 to
300 yards. I like most big-game long-range
rifles to be sighted at least three inches
high at 100 yards and often use a setting of

3% inches high at 100 yards. Then they

will usually be very close at 300 yards, de-
pending on the cartridge and bullet weight
for a given caliber.

When such rifles as the various .300
Magnums with 180- to 200-grain bullets
and the 7 mm Magnums with 175- or
160-grain bullets are so sighted they will
usually carry very close to 300 yards as a
point blank. Some companies, including
Weaver and Marlin, have trajectory charts
that are a great help to tell you just where
to sight a rifle at 25 to 35 yards for a given
longer range. There is some discrepancy in
these charts, however, due to the height of
the sights above the bore of the rifle or the
axis of the scope sight above the bore.

Rifles sighted for 300 yards will usually
have the highest point of their trajectory
curve out at about 200 yards, not 150 as
some charts put it. It is always well to sight
your rifle for a given point-blank that will
best take advantage of its velocity. The
shoot it on target at 100 and 200 as well 1
sighted for 300 and you may well find you
are about four to 4% inches high at the
200-yard mark. So, in game shooting, you
must judge the range and make allowances
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to the wind on the game. If the wind is di-
rectly behind you and strong, it may raise
the bullet from normal and if directly in
your face and strong or gusty, it may well
make your shot go a bit lower.

Judging wind can best be done on a good
rifle range with a service rifle or your fa-
vorite sporting rifle. It doesn’t take much
of a wind to drift a rifle bullet some, even
at 200 yards. Out at 400, a strong wind can
drift you clear off the animal. Many times
I have had to hold clear off a game animal
out at long range in a strong wind in order
to make a hit.

Usually on hot or clear days a rifle will
shoot to normal or a trifle high, especially
if you are shooting alongside a high cliff or
bluff where the air is lifting. By the same
token, on damp, rainy or snowy days a rifle
usually shoots a trifle lower. Temperature
also has a great deal to do with normal ze
ro of any rifle. I remember at Camp Perry
when it had been hot the day before and we
suddenly had a great drop in temperature
down to just a little above freezing.
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