RIG RODS™ are made of the
finest space age materials.
The handles are made of un-
breakable Delrin, the rods
are made of #303 stainless
steel, bore guides are brass.
One piece RIG RODS™ carry
a lifetime warranty on mate-
rials and workmanship. Mod-
els available: RR-36HD,
RR-30HD, RR-25HD, .21875
dia. rod fit .25 caliber up.
RR-36, RR-30, RR-17,
RR-11, .1875 dia. rod fit .22
caliber up.
Prices: $12.95—$16.95
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE:

This month’s passage was taken from
Elmer Keith's book, Guns & Ammo For
Hunting Big Game, published in 1965, and
now out of print, by Petersen Publishing
Company. In it he describes the habits of
black bear, along with the best methods to
employ when hunting these wild animals.
TR R D R

Black bear usually range in the same sec-
tions as our deer—whitetails in the East,
mule deer in the West, and Pacific Coast
blacktail on the extreme West Coast. Just
as the grizzly will be found up high in the
range of the sheep, goat and caribou, so the
little black bear will be found lower on the
range of the deer and elk as a rule.

Many times I have run onto black bear
sows with young cubs in the berry season
and sometimes in the fall when hunting
deer and elk. I never shoot a sow with cubs
so have always watched them, and they are
usually good for a half hour of entertain-
ment if not traveling. Their actions are ab-
solutely unpredictable. The cubs will wres-
tle and play and often stand up and box as
though they supposed they were men, at
other times they will chase each other up
trees and even jump on their mother’s back
in their play. The cubs seem to be eternally
interested in either food or play. At times
they will mimic their mother’s actions; if
she turns over a rock, they will find one
and do likewise. If she starts to dig they
will dig. They are clowns and good for a
laugh at any time. When the weather is hot
they like to wallow in some cool muddy
spring and will spend hours playing in it
with their mother.

I once watched a black sow convoy her
cub across a deep and wide stream. She
pushed him in with a paw. He could swim,
but did not like it at all, and when the old

bear dived in he promptly grabbed her tail
in his little teeth and hung on while she
towed him across up the other bank of the
river. At other times, I have seen sows
teaching the cubs to fish and to dig out
grubs. It was most interesting.

Black bear do not average very large,
probably 300 pounds on the average, for
mature specimens. They mature much
quicker, or so it always seemed to me, than
grizzlies. A real large one may go as high
as 600 pounds, but personally I have never
seen a black or cinnamon of over 400
pounds in weight. The nose is usually tan
colored and quite often there is a white
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magnums and more! Handguns for left-
handed gunners are catalogued along
with tips from the experts on usage,
care and maintenance for all types of
models. A special section detailing the
best handguns for women is also in-
cluded in this all new issue. Get a grip
on the best handgun source available
today ... GUNS & AMMO 1984 HAND-
GUN ANNUAL!

ONLY °4.95

ON SALE NOW AT YOUR LOCAL
NEWSSTAND

Or Write For Your Copies To:
’84 HANDGUN ANNUAL
Petersen Retail Sales Services
6725 Sunset Bivd.

Los Angeles, CA 90028

Send $4.95 in check or money order plus 55¢
handling charge. U.S. funds only. Allow 4-6
weeks for delivery. Residents of L.A. County
add 6%% sales tax. All other CA residents
add 6%. Please print clearly and be sure to
include return address.
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back, and that black pulled himself for-
ward with his front paws, all the while
bawling his rage. Captain Guleke also had
a big one charge him when wounded, and
this bear took hit after hit, and was reach-
ing for Guleke’s cap when his last shot
powder-burned its face.

The only unprovoked bear charge I have
ever seen occurred between the Prophet
and Musqua Rivers in British Columbia.
Westley Brown and Edgar Dopp were
afoot, cutting through dense growths of
arctic willow and scrub spruce, while four
more of us followed with their saddle hors-
es and the pack string. A big headed old
black bear, that would not have weighed
over 250 to 300 pounds, jumped up out of
his bed when Westley disturbed him with
his chopping and chased Westley back to-
ward the pack string. Westley yelled,
“Look out for the bear” as he ran back, in
an effort to reach his saddle and his .30-30
carbine. He still carried his four-pound
chopping ax. When he saw the bear was

ddid vavn 11atb willl LED dKULL.

Incidentally, mad bears all have the
same expression on their faces, whether
grizzly or blacks. The upper and lower lips
are extended forward to the limit and the
teeth show, while the ears are laid back flat
alongside the skull. They never have the
cat snarl that most artists portray in their
pictures, with the upper lips drawn back
and upward. A mad bear looks almost
identically like a mad boar hog. After
death, the old grizzly I killed at Snug Har-
bor had his lips still extended. To give the
tyro an idea of the length of the snout, I
placed the tips of the fingers on my right
hand back against the front teeth of that
bear and then the upper lip extended clear
across the length of my extended hand to
my wrist, fully six inches from the top of
that upper lip to the front teeth.

Though more hunters try for black bear
each fall and spring than all other species
of bear combined, they are usually killed
by accident more than when actually hunt-
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